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Last Saturday, a few blocks from this office, a civil rights worker

was geverely beaten by local hoodlums wielding baseball bats. In the
next hour another worker was shot in Jackson and, in Greenwood, a
third was gravely wounded. In eazh of these cases a physician from
the Medical Committee on Human Rights was there within minules to

give emergency first aid, help arrange for hospitalization, and pro.”
the presence of a sympathetic doctor,

Nearly 1CO doctors, nurses, dentists, public health workers and par:-
medical personnel have already come to Mississippi in the MCER projo.’ .
In Meridian, McComb, Hattiesburg, Clarksdale, Canton, Vicksburg and
many smaller towns and rural areas throughout this troubled state,
MCHR volunteers share in the daily lives, dangers, frustrations,
accomplishments and hopes of the workers in the freedom movement. ALl
MCHR personnel serve without compensation.

When a civil rights worker is Jjailed, the first person to see him is
often an MCHR physician. When an additional autopsy was needed to
prove that one of the murdered civil rights trio had been brutally
beaten before death, MCHR arranged for an expert pathological examin:
tion. When the leaders of the Mississippi civil rights struggle mel
at Tougaloo during the past few days, MCHR doctors and nurses, working
with and under the authorization of local Negro physicians, provided
complete health examinations and immunizations for over 200 of thom,
For gome, this was the first medical examination they had ever recs . 7

Our teams, directed from our central office with the National Coun...
of Churches in Jackson, now are assisting freedom workers ia the de-
gign of health asper® of their community programs. There is mu
more to be done. Though the long summer is drawing to a close, MLR -
like many other groups--is in Mississippi to stay. The desperate
health problems of the Negro comminity will be our CEH'bI'c.; CO"I\,..-u.ﬂ
Our help is needed to develop plan: for commurnity progran ~2a Lo..h
education, medical care research, health services and profousic. ..
training.

Money is urgently needed to continue this expression of the medical
professionl!s concern for human rights. The generosity of zll those
who cannot participate directly will determine the survival and growi.
of this vital work. May we hear from you soon? f
el I;':
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